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TO  TiiL  Iia-JEBHS  OF  THE  BROIISGROVS  URBaI.' 

DISTi^IGT  COlli:CIL. 


i> 


r.T-.  Chairr.ian  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  ny  fourth  ^innual  Report  on  tho 
health  of  the  Bromsgrovc  Urban  District  for  the  year  1939. 

In  view  of  the  increasing  pr€i^suro  of  work  in  tho  Public 
Heal-ch  Departments  of  Local  Authorities,  and  the  need  for  strict  economy 
in  the  use  of  paper,  the  ilinistor  considers  interim  reports  only  should 
bo  made  for  the  year  1939.  This  report  vfill,  therefore,  be  confined 
tc  esse^itial  and  urgent  natters  only. 

There  were  a few  staff  changv;S  during  tho  year.  I-ir.  E. 
Stonsfield  the  ^.ssistant  Sanitary  Inspector  resigned  in  Jhme,  1959, 
and  ;ir.  D.o.Sr.'htii  •..•as  anpointed  in  September, and  a.n  additional  clerk 
was  also  appointed  in  this  month.  Unfortunately  Ih*.  Smith  was 
called  up  for  hilitary  Service  in  Novoriber. 


thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Corr.ittoo  and  tho  Council’s  Officers  for  their  valued  co-operation 
during  tho  year. 


SECTION  A. 

statistics  aIO)  SCCL^  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  ^iRSA. 

..erca  - 9248  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 

(a)  resident  population,  mid  - 1939  - 23,890 

” ” mid  - 1933  - 23,540 

” ” raid  - 1937  - 23,180 

I!  rt 

(b)  average  population  appropriate  to  the  calculation  of 
death  rates  - 24,230. 

h'umber  of  inhabited  houses  - end  of  1939  - 7082 
" ” ” - end  of  1938  - 6902 

" ” - end  of  1937  - 6712 

% 

Rateable  value,  1st  April  1939  - £124,644 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  - £480 

The  infom.iation  given  in  .my  last  report  concerning  social 
conditions  and  tho  industries  carried  on  in  tlie  District,  is  still 
applicable. 

I am.  grateful  to  Ilr.  Lowe  (Ilanager  of  tho  Ministry  of  Labour 
Lmploynunt  Exchange)  for  tho  follov;ing  report. 

In  July,  1939,  tho  total  insured  population  living  in  the 
Iror.s.grovo  aroa,  was  7.850,  riade  up  as  follov;s:- 


Porcentago  unemployed. 

as  at  3.7.39  as  at  11,12.39 

. I 


1 

‘.Taolly 

— 

Shoi’t  time 
v/orkers . 

— 

V/holly 

Short  time 
workers. 

\ r.:  .150  ... 

1.3 

i.7 

2.4 

2.6 

..  ..  . .300  ... 

1; 

1.2 

1.2 

4.0 

2.5 

0.3 

0.7 

0 .65 

0.65 

3,000  of  these  vjore  working  in  Birningham. 

Tlio  t/holly  Unenployed  figure  remained  very  stable  during  the 
year,  actually  the  figure  on  11.12,39  shows  an  increase  of  only  throe  on 
the  figure  shox'-m  on  2.1.39.  The  lov/ost  point  touched  was  bn  3.S.39 
figure  being  78. 

As  regards  the  Temporarily  Stopped  file,  there  was  a marked 
increase  on  the  outbreak  of  war  from  82  to  498,  but  this  figure 
declined  to  174  on  11.12.59.  This  itself,  was  an  increase  of  84 
compared  with  the  figure  on  13.11.39  and  v/as  chiefly  due  to  a suspension 
of  three  to  four  days  at  an  engineering  works. 


Bad  vjeathor  conditions  affecting  the  Building  Trade  and  the 
cessation  of  a large  building  contract  locally  xArere  responsible  for  a 
large  temporary  increase  in  Christmas  week. 

It  is  anticipated  that  there  xvill  be  a shortage  of  labour, 
particularly  in  the  engineering  industry,  during  1940. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births: 

Total , 

M. 

P. 

Legitimate  . . 

447 

245 

202 

Illegitimate  , 

. 12 

6 

6 

Total 

459 

251 

208 

Still  Births 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

14 

10 

4 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Deaths 

265 

149 

116 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes 

Deaths 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0 

Other  Puerperal  causes  1 

■ Total  . . . . 1 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
resident  population  mid  1959  - 19.2 


Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 
still)  births  - 30,2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
average  population  - 10.9 


Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 
still)  births, 

0 

2.2 

~~2~^ 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 


i-ill  infants  per  1,000  live  births  56.6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  55.9 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  83.3 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (All  ages)  - 42. 

” ” Measles  (nil  ages)  ..  ..  ..  - 0. 

” " VJhooping  Cough  (All  ages)..  ..  - 1. 


” Diarrhoea  (Under  two  years  of  age)  - 2. 
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SECTION  B. 


GE:'I[:R.-IL  provision  of  HE.-iLTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


L.J30R.VT0RY  F.-.C ILITIES. 


liiboratory  facilities  are  the  same  as  those  given  in  ray  previous 

report . 

.:.FIE_-E;CE  F.^CILITrCS. 

For  Infectious  Cases,  aloibulanco  provided  by  Joint  Hospital 

Board. 

For  Non-Inf ect ions , Accident  and  llaternity  cases,  -a  motor  ambulance 
maintained  and  run  by  the  Local  Branch  of  the.  Red  Cross. 


The  Service  in  the  area  is  adequate  and  efficient. 

17jrsi::g  in  the  hois. 

The  Eronsgrove  and  District  Nursing  Association  provide  2 district 
r.idv.’ives  for  Catshill  and  part  of  Lickey,  1 Queen’s  Nurse  and  1 district 
midv.'ife  for  Rubery,  2 Queen’s  Nurses  and  2 district  midwives  for  Bromsgrove, 
and  1 district  midvrife  for  Barnt  Green  and  Cofton,  Tvto  cars  have  been 
nrevidod. 


There  is  no  nursing  provided  for  Infectious  cases  by  the  County 
Council  or  the  Local  Authority. 

CLINICS  AND  TRZifUSIiT  CENTRES. 

Particulars  of  these  are  tabulated  belov.m- 


I Clinic 

, 

Situation 

Accommodation 

[ Provided  by 

1 

1 Time  of  holding. 

i 

, nrc.'.sgrove 

■ I..f'-.nt  ■.'.'elfare 

j Centre . 

i 

Drill 

Hall. 

1 large  and 

2 

small  rooms. 

County 

Council. 

No dues day 

2.0 

p.m. 

I 

i Catshill 

1 I.-iant  Nclfaro 

1 Centro. 

( 

Baptist 

Chapel. 

1 largo  and 

1 

small  room. 

County 

Council. 

■ Friday 

2.0 

p.m.. 

I 

j Rubery 

1 I..I  ,nt  ■..'nlfuro 

1 Centre . 

St . Chad'  a 
Church 
Hall. 

1 large  and 

2 

small  rooms. 

County 

Council. 

Thursday 

2.0 

p.m. 

; ' rar  sr/rove 

: ..rtc-Nntal 

, Clinic. 

1 

1 

Drill 

Hall. 

2 

small  rooms. 

County 

Council 

2nd  & 4th 
Friday 
in  month. 

2.0  p.m. 

j .Ca;.  - Clirlc 

i— 

Drill 

IIjII. 

r) 

nr.vill  rooms. 

County 
Council . 

Vednesday 

10.0 

a.m. 

1 .1  Cilniu. 

» 

J 

1 

Drill 

Ra- : : . 

1 largo  and 

small  rooms. 

County 

Council. 

As  arranged. 

i 

4. 


Clinic 

Situation. 

Accommodation. 

Provided  by. 

Time  of  holding. 

Tuberculosis 

Church  Street 
Bromsgrove . 

2 rooms. 

County 

Council. 

Tuesday 

2.30  p.m. 

Rubery 

Ante-Natal 

Clinic. 

St . Chad ’ s 
Church 

Hall. 

1 large  and 

2 

small  rooms. 

County 

Council 

1st  & 3rd 
Thursday 
in  month 

10,0  a.m. 

Diphtheria 

Immunization. 

Bromsgrove 
Infant 
V/elfare 
Centre.'  ; 

1 

County 

Council. 

2nd  & 4th 
Wednesdays 
in  month 

10.0  a.m. 

BIRTH  CONTROL. 

Arrangements  are  made  with  the  County  Council  by  which  suitable  cases 
are  referred  to  the  Birmingham  Welfare  Centre  for  advice. 

HOSPITALS  (PUBLIC  Al®  VOLUNTARY) . 

The  following  Hospitals  are  available  to  Bromsgrove  residents:- 


Hospital 

NajTie . 

Situated. 

By  whom 
provided. 

General 

Bromsgrove  Cottage 
Hospital. 

Bromsgrove . 

Voluntary,  ] 

i 

i 

1 

Infectious 
Disease . 

Bromsgrove , Droitwi ch 
& Redditch,  Joint 
Hospital. 

Hill  Top, 
Bromsgrove . 

i 

Under  joint  | 

control. 

Tuberculosis. 

Ditto  and 
lihightwick. 

Ditto  and 
Khightwick 

1 

County  Council. 

Smallpox, 

W.C.C. 

Smallpox 

Hospital. 

Worcester. 

W. C . C . 

Llaternity. 

Lfery  Stevens. 

Lucy  Baldwin. 

Stourbridge. 
Stourport . 

W.C.C 

W.C.C. 

Children. 

Children's  Hospital. 

Birmingham. 

By  arrangement 
with 

County  Council, 

Tonsils  and 
Adenoids . 

Bromsgrove  Cottage 
Hospital. 

Bromsgrove. 

By  arrangement 
Tjith 

County  Council. 

Puerperal 

Fever  and 

Pyrexia . 

\ 

General  Hospital. 

Royal  Infirmary. 

! 

Bimingham. 
j V/orcester. 

1 

By  arrangement 
with 

Co\inty  Council. 

1 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28958822 


Kospita.1 

Nodiic 

Situated. 

. 

B'„"  i/hora 
provided. 

Institution 

General 

Public  Assistance 
Institution. 

Brorisgrove , 

W.C.C. 

IJontal 

Barnsley  Hall. 

Brorasgrove 

) 

i 

• 

o 

» 

o 

• 

structural  alterations  are  still  in  progress  at  the  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital  I'hich  servos  fivo  County  Districts. 


SECTION  C. 


6. 


S.'J:IT-^Y  CIRCUIISTiJJCSS  OF  THE  AHEA. 


'u’^TEH  SLT^PLY. 

There  is  no  alteration  in  the  infonaation  concerning  boreholes 
arid  reservoirs  given  in  my  last  report. 

IXiring  1939,  17  samples  of  the  public  i'/ater  supply  were  taken 
for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  and  the  result  of  each 
sample  v;as  satisfactorj-'.  The  following  is  a copy  of  one  of  the 
reports  on  a sarople,  received  from  the  Public  i-uialyst;- 


Heport  upon  a sample  of  Borehole  Vvater  contained  in  a H.Qt.  bottle 
sealed,  narked  Bvircot,  Lambert.  Received  from  Ivtr.  F.H. Bullock, 
Engineer,  of  21,  Stourbridge  Street,  Eromsgrove,  on  the  16th  August, 
1959. 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  examined  the  above  sample  chemically 
and  bacteriologically  with  the  following  results 


FHYSIC.-d-  CILtR-uCTERS . Clear,  odourless 

Deposit,  slight  brovm. 
p.H.  7.0 


CHSI.HC^-X  EX.-1.HNaTI0N.  (Results  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000) 

Solids  in  Suspension.  (Dried  at  100°C)  Trace 

Solids  in  Solution  (Dried  at  100°C)  19 

" " xofter  Ignition  15 

Chlorides  Calculated  as  common  salt  ..  ..  ..  ..  2,8 

Hardness  Permanent  7 

" Temporary  5 

" Total  12 

Free  and  Saline  limmonia  ..  ..  0.002 

U.bumanoid  Ar:‘imonia  ..  ..  ..  ..  0.0C08 

hitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates)  Trace. 

h'itrous  Nitrogen  (Nitrites)  None.. 

Or-cygen  ab.sorbed  in  4 hours  at  27°C None, 

Toxic  Hotals  ..  ..  None  detected 


Note.  To  convert  the  above  parts  per  100,000  to  grains  per 
gallon,  multiplj'’  by  0,.7. 


B.-.CIEPJOLCGIC.X  EXX.HNaTION  . 

N’um.bcr  of  Colonies  develouing  upon  .r\gar:- 

per  one  m.l. 


per  100  '* 
per  250  ” 
detected. 

OPINION:-  The  sample  is  of  good  quality  and  fit  for 
drinking. 


(a)  In  t’/.'O  days  .at  37  C nil 

(b)  In  throe  days  at  22*^0  ..  ..  4 

Ccli-Acrogcncs  (presumptive  coli)  count  Nil 

0:  . ■.■.'olchii  ’’ 

•ti-rontococci  Not 


(Signed)  H.E.MONT:, 

County  juialyst  and  Bacteriologist. 

28th  August,  1930. 


ihc  fo..uov/inr,  is  Q lint  of  mains  extensions  carried  out  during 


NO  ■tin  If-.yd;;  4"  fm^in,  Broolc 

jO  ” 3"  rn.cin,  .0  .tridgo  Roa(H 

' 9 .3”  main,  Briosov/en  Road,  Lydlato  ylsh. 

;.0  ■’  3’  in,  Nolly  i-toad,  Sidemoor. 

• " 3"  '•  Ertnt.o,  Norton. 

■'  .’4';  r]  brook  Lano. 

" . ‘ ■'  /ilvochurch  Highway,  Lydiato  /vsh. 


DRAH\ixiGlij  iiiTD  SEVJSRaGiIj  • 


7. 


roads. 


D'aring  the  year,  subsidiary  scvrors  wore  laid  in  the  following 


School  Lane. 

Little  Heath  Lane, 
jilcester  Road,  Lickey  End. 

Staple  Hill. 

Staple  Elat. 

49  existing  houses  wore  provided  with  new  drainage  to  the 
sevrers  and  the  cesspools  which  fortTierly  served  them  were  abolished. 

RIVERS  STREAilIS. 

The  Spadesbourne  Brook,  which  runs  through  the  town,  has 
been  cleaned  out  periodically  throughout  the  year. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  TIS  APEa. 

CLOSET  acco:mod.^tion. 

SHOPS. 

Details  of '.work  done  in  connection  with  the  above  v\rill  be 
found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector' report. 

PL^LIC  CIEnNSING. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  supervised  by  the  Surveyor. 
The  local  authority  do  not  undertake  the  emptying  of  cesspools,  except 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  town. 

The  following  figures  have  been  supplied  to  me  by  the 

Surveyor : - 

. House-  refuse  colle  cted  during  1939 . 


Loads- from  bins  1178 

Loads-.from  ashpits  '/  ' 321 

-4.shpitA  c Leans  ed'  ‘ , 389 

Loads  of  night  soil.  ■ 581 

Privies  cleansed.  ' 446 

Loads  from,  bins'  by  S .'D, Freighter . 663-j 


CAI,IPniG  SITES. 

No  licenses  were  issued  during  the  year  under  Section  269 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  193S. 

SLIOEE  aE--^-TB!  ENT. 

No  complaints  of  smoke 'nuisance  -were  received  during  1939, 
and  no  observations  were  made. 

S;:iLZ-ZITG  B^IS. 

The  s'wimming  bath  has  not  been  in  use  during  the  year,  the 
Council  having  decided  to  close  it.  I hope  it  will  be  found  possible 
before  very  long  to  open  a new  bath,  or  failing  that,  to  recondition 
the  old  one,  providing  an  up  to  date  filtration  and  chlorinat ion. plant . 

e?.^eicaIion  of  bed  bugs. 

During  the  year,  six  privately  ov;ncd  houses  v/ere  found  to  be 
infected  :,ith  bod  bugs. 


*-_Ll  these  houses  were  dealt  with  by  spraying /with  "Taldccidc", 
where  nocossaiy'  the  treaternnt  being  repeated  after  an  .interval  of  about 
a fortnight.  The  cost  of  the  insect ide  v/as  in  each  case  charged  to  the 
owner  of  the  property.  ' • . 


8. 


houses  '.vas 
Houses.  T 


furniture  of  149  far.ilies  fron  slum  clearance  areas  or  overcrowded 
treated  with  hydrogen  cyanide  gas  prior  to  removal  to  Council 
'nc  work  was  carried  out  by  a fumigation  Contractor. 


SCHOOLS. 


Ti-e  Luucation  Authority  were  approached  regarding  the  use  of  drinking 
cups  in  corxion  by  the  scholars  at  Finstall  School.  Drinking  fountains  were 
installed  as  a result  of  this  action. 


SECTION  D. 
HOUSING. 


The  housing  of  Slum  Clearance  families  from  the  areas  confirmed  by 
the  Minister  in  1938  proceeded  satisfactorily  during  the  year,  the  whole 
of  the  families  being  rehoused  during  this  period.  a large  number  of 
unfit  houses  still  remain  to, be  dealt  with,  but  this  action  has  had  to  be 
suspended  owning  to  the  outbreak  of  war. 

The  total  number  of  houses  ovmed  by  the  Council  is  nov;  801  (end  of 

1939). 


The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  work  done  under  the 
Housing  Acts;- 


Houses  erected;  (a)  By  Local  Authority 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  or  subsidy  

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(b)  Number  (included  above)  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations,  1925. 

(c)  Nur.iber  of  houses  found  unfit  for  habitation  •• 

(d)  N'omber  of  houses  (excluding  c.)  not  in  all  respects  fit  for 

habitation.  ••  •*  *'  **  . ** 

2 Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  after  informal  action. 

3!  Housir.g  ACt,  1936,  Sections  9,  10  and  16.  (Statutory  action) 

(a)  Number  of  dv;ellings  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  or  defects  remedied. 

(b)  Number  of  dwellings  subsequently  rendered  fit  after  notice  by 

(a)  The  G/mer  

(b)  Local  Authority  in  default  of  ovmer 

4.  Public  Health  Acts.  (Statutory  Action) 

(a)  Number  of  dv/ellings  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  or  defects  remedied  ••  ••  ** 

(b)  Ilumbor  of  dv;ellings  subsequently  rendered  fit  after  notice  by 

(a)  Tlio  Oivner  

(b)  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owner.  


222 

132 

177 

35 

1 

176 

68 


0 

3 

0 


1 

0 

0 


5.  Housing  yxCt,  1936,  Sections  11  and  13.  o 

(a)  I.'umber  of  houses  in  respect  of  v;hich  Demolition  Orders  were  made  • ^ 

(b)  Clumber  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

6.  }iou.'ilr.g  yvct,  1936,  Section  12.  . + ^ 

(n)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  01  ^ 

v/hlch  Closing  Orders  v/ore  made 

(b)  .N'lnber  of  Closing  Orders  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  ^ 

hcving  becP  rendered  fit 

7.  ACt,  1936  - Part  IV.-  Overcrowding. 

{'i)  N’imber  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 

N'iT.bor  of  families  dv/elling  therein  ••  632  (580^  units) 

litimncr  of  persons  dv/olling  therein  • • • * * * ’ * “"q 

fbj  ? umber  of  now  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  tho  year  •• 

' ) ■■•.r.V  er  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  tho  year  •• 

NmVor  of  persona  concerned  in  each  case  

f"irtlculars  of  any  case  in  v/hich  dwolling-housos  have  again 

' ocomo  overcrowded  after  tho  Local  Authority  have  takon  stops  ^ 
for  tho  abatement  of  ovorcrov/ding  


SECTION  E. 


9. 


INSPECTION  & SUPEimSION  OF  FOOD. 

Tho  ir^spcction  and  supervision  of  food  was  carried  out  with  the 
same  vigour  as  in  the  previous  year. 

(a)  liULK  SUPPLY. 

..  The  number  of.dairj?'  farras  in  the  district  is  45.-  T’-.oro  are 
approximately  500  nilking  cows  in  the  district. 

AS  far  as  possible  supervision  has  been  maintained  although 
much  remains  to  be  done  in  this  direction. 


Tau  number  of  licences  under  the .Milk  (Special 


Order  is:- 

Pasteurised  - Accredited 


, Bottlers . . 0 . ■ 5 

Retailers  • 1 3 

'Producers'  0 6 


Designations) 


Tuberculin 

Tested. 

' .'l 

0 
2 


"40  samples  were  exaiained  under  the  Milk  (Special /Designations) 
Order,  all  of,  which  satisfied  the  requirements  of  the  Order. 

(b)  meat  aI'®  OTEER  foods...  . / , •., 


The  whole  of  -the  slaughterhouses  in. the  district  (13)  were 
inspe-eted  in  detaiT  •trnd.vnr-t-he' provisrons  of  the 'new  Food  and  Drugs' -Act",". ; 
and  report  vja's  made  to  the  Health  Committee  on  the  structural  conditions 
etc.  in  February  and  -feMrch- 194-0,  details  'of  Avhich  will  be  given  in  my 
report  for  the  year’:  194'0,  ■ y-  ’■  • ■ ' - 


.V  )a.:.During-the  year  7S6  vis'its  were  made  to  sTaughte'i’hOuSes,' shops, 
stalls  and  food  preparing  premises. 


"The  total  vreight  of  food  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  ^ .... 
consumption  was  1 top, 5 cwts,  1 qr,  14  lbs.  The  causes  of  cohde.mnation 
will'  found  in'  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

(c)  adulteration 'ETC : i ^ - 

■ 29  formal  samples  were  obtained- under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act: 

3 samples,  of- milk  vre.re  reported  upon  adversely  by  .the  Public  Analyst  and  ^ 
pro.ceed-ings  were  instituted, and  a"total. 'fine' of  £8  and  costs '.were  inflicted. 


• : SECTION  F. 

PREYAEmNCE  OF,  AlvTD.  CONTROL  01"BR.  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 
NOTIFIABLE  diseases  DURING-' THE  lEiiR  1939  . 


. DISEASE 

TOTAL  CASES 
NOTIFIED."-  " 

Cases  -admitted 

- TO  HOSPITAL. 

TOTAL 

DEA'THS. 

Srallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

141 

111 

3 

Measles 

3 

0 

0 

Uno oping  Cough 

- 3 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (inc. 

82 

75 

2 

Par a- typhoid) 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

8 

5 

1 0 

10 


DISEASE 

TOllIL  C.4SES 
NOTIFIED. 

GASES  ADiilTTSD 

TO  HOSPITAL. 

TOTAL 

DEiiTHS. 

rneuinonia 

IS 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum. 

4 

0 

0 

Corebro- spinal  fever. 

1 

1 

0 

1.' u->Xi2ui.TI0i^  • 

T-iC  follov;ing  table  sho;vs  the  m.unber  of  children  immunised 
at  the  various  schools  during  the  year:- 


SCHOOL 

M. 

F. 

TOTAL. 

Stourbridge  Road. 

3 

3 

St.  Potoi-’s  Roman  Catholic  School. 

4 

9 

13 

County  High  School. 

4 

10 

14 

Lichey  End  Council  School. 

2 

4 

6 

St.  Cb.ads,  Rubery. 

2 

4 

6 

Sidorxor  Infants, 

3 

5 

8 

Finstall  Council  School. 

9 

10 

19 

Eroms^rovc  Church  of  England  School. 

13 

16 

29 

Lint  .urst  Ciiurch  of  England  School. 

2 

2 

4 

Lichey  Church  of  England  School  . 

n 

- 

2 

Catshill  Junior  Council  School. 

2 

7 

9 

’..'ctt  Close  Senior  School. 

2 

1 

3 

Und..r  School  Agic. 

52 

34 

86 

TOTilLS. 

100 

102 

202 

TU3EHCUL0SI5. 


Nov;  cases  and  Mortality  during  1939. 


Nev;  Casos. 

Deaths . 

iigc  Periods. 

Rospir 

atory. 

Non- 

-Rosp 

. 

Respiratory, 

. Non-Rosp, 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 . . 

1-5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. - 

- 

•. 

5-15 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-  25 

r> 

Cj 

3 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

25-  35 

4 

2 

- 

1 

3 

2 

- 

- 

35-  45 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

45-  55 

55  and  o.nv;ardo. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

1 

• T o , 

7 

0 

1 

2 

7 

7 ! 

- 

1 

I rojinin, 

Your  obocllont  servant, 
A.B.F0LL0V;S. 


I.I(;dical  Officer  of  Health 


TO  THE  CHA.IRI'£AN  aTO  IiIE^TBERS  OF  THE  BROMSGROVE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Ltr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  second  Annual  Report  on  the 
work  of  the  Department  for  the  year  1939, 

The  report,  is,  of  necessity,  curtailed  this  year  on  account 
of  the  conditions  prevailing.  The  year  under  review  has  been  a 
strenuous  one,  and  as  a result  of  t].e  war  much  additional  work  and 
responsibility  has  been  placed  upon  -c-he  Department.  From  August  until 
the  end  of  the  year  very  littlo  sanitary  inspection  was  carried  out, 
only  work  of  extreme  urgency  such  c.s  Heat  and  Food  Inspection  and 
investigations  of  urgent  complaints  ai]d  Infectious  Disease,  receiving 
any  attention ^ This  was  due  principally  to  the  fact  that  as  the 
Council’s  Chief  Billeting  Officer,  I v^as  responsible  for  the  billeting 
of  1239  persons.  Many  changes  had  to  take  place,  and  much  work, 
(administrative,  clerical  and  visiting)  was  accomplished,  I had  the 
co-operation  and  help  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  the  Housing  Manager, 
teachers  and  helpers  and  my  own  staff  in  this  onerous  task  for  which 
I am  very  grateful,  and  when  one  looks  back  on  the  sacrifices  made  by 
everyone  to  meet  all  the  wishes  of  evacuee  and  householder  and  compares 
it  with  present  day  results,  namely  60  of  this  original  batch  of  evacuees 
left  in  the  District,  it  is,  to  say  the  least,  far  from  encouraging. 
Hovvever,  with  the  commencement  of  aerial  bombardment  during  1940, 
billeting  comes  to  the  fore  once  more  and  one  again  has  to  devote 
considerable  time  and  energy  to  this  work. 

C0MBL.LENTS. 


One  Inindred  and  twenty-four  complaints  have  been  received 
and  investigated  during  the  year. 

INSPECTIONS. 


The  following  is  a 

list 

•H 

O 

^ispections  and 

re-inspections 

carried  out;- 

Primary 

re- 

Inspections. 

inspection 

Houses  under  Public  H 

ealth 

Acts 

142 

207 

Overcrowding 

• • « 

• e • 

25 

L'ater  Supply  . . 

• • • 

• • • 

21 

113 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

6 

Schools 

• * • 

6 

Ashes  Accommodation 

i06 

228 

.--c  cumulat  ions 

• • • 

3 

Stable  Premises 

• • • 

• « • 

2 

3 

Yards,  Courts,  etc. 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Piggeries 

• • • 

• • • 

■ 1 

3 

Drainage  Inspections 

m * • 

• • • 

111 

164 

Drainage  Tests 

• « • 

• • • 

• • • 

18 

Closets  - Water 

• • • 

• • • 

31 

82 

Slop 

O • • 

• • • 

• • • 

5 

Pails  or  Privies 

• • • 

60 

20 

Cesspools  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

37 

43 

Urinals 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

5 

Sowers  and  Street  Gul 

lies 

• • • 

• • •' 

2 

2 

oow'sncds  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

5 

1 

milkshops  and  Dairies 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

Slaughterhouses  for  M 

eat  In 

spoction. 

757 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

• • • 

• • • 

13 

General  Food  Premises 

• • • 

• • • 

15 

1 

Factories  - Ifechanical 

• * • 

• • • • 

4 

4 

Factories  - Non-mechanical 

• • • 

4 

Balcehouse 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

: 2 

1 

OXlC*3  -rtCljS  • * • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

15 

Rats  and  Hice  nets 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

8 

3 

Verminous  Premises 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

14 

13 

Infectious  Diseases 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

195 

17 

-1- 

Primary 

re- 

Inspections. 

inspections 

Housing  - 

Section  9 ... 

• • • 

22 

215 

Section  11. . . 

• • • 

3 

47 

Section  25. . . 

• • • 

10 

50 

Other  visi 

ts  ...  ... 

• • • 

50 

6 

Petroleum 

--iCt  ...  ... 

• • • 

9 

Totals 

• • • 

1684 

1238 

Hcusrrr. 

D'drinc-,  the  year  24  houses  were  inspected  under  Section  9 of  the 

Housing  ^ct  1936  and  Specifications  wore  sent  to  owners  in  respect  of 
each  of  those  houses,  41  houses  v;ere  rendered  fit  for  habitation  under 
this  section. 


One  house  was  represented  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act, 
The  Council  agreed  to  allov;  the  house  to  reiaain  standing  at  present 
o-..'ing  to  ’.rar  mkiiig  the  building  of  a new  house  difficult. 

Five  houses  were  rendered  fit  for  habitation  following  tho 
acceptance  of  undertakings  imder  this  section. 

Tho  rehousing  of  persons  from  the  clearance  areas  was  proceeded 
v;ith  during  the  year,  the  furniture  and  effects  being  moved  by  the 
Council  and  treated  with  Hydrogen  Cyanide  before  being  delivered  to 
the  new  house,  56  of  tho  houses  in  the  confirmed  orders  were 
demolished. 

AICD  FOOD  INSPECTION. 


735  visits  were  made  to  slaughter-houses  and  other  food  premises 
for  the  inspection  of  neat  and  food. 

The  number  of  animals  inspected  in  slaughterhouses  was  468 
cattle,  27  calves,  1691  sheep  and  larabs  and  512  pigs.  The 
follov/ing  table  sets  out  the  diseases  and  conditions  found  in  carcases 
and  offals  condemned  and  surrendered 


Type  of  Animal. 


Disease. 

1 

1 

1 - - , 

Heif- 
ers . 

Lbs. 

Bull- 
ocks . 
Lbs. 

Cows 

Lbs. 

Pigs 

Lbs. 

Sheep 

Lbs. 

Calves 

Lbs. 

Totaj 

Lbs, 

1 

- u;erculosis 

449 

L078 

177 

528 

r 

2232 

^Distomat':  sis  ^ 

22 

33 

- 

- 

55 

1 Cirrhosis  | 

- 

- 

- 

10 

- 

- 

10 

'Congestion 

- 

- 

- 

9 

• 2 

11 

Pleurisy 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

!?r.ou:..-W:ia 

- 

- 

- 

6 

, 

6 

. /-.CSC0S.30S 

10 

44 

- 

7 

61 

Praising 

- 

3 

- 

3 

60 

66 

. N'U’ibuF.d  Condition 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

40 

- 

40 

achinococcus  Cysts 

20 

10 

- 

- 

72 

1 ;rar.itical  Cysts 

- 

- 

- 

13 

- 

13 

E:  ncietion 

- 

- 

109 

_ 

109 

/'•  ‘ ty  Inf  i It  rati  on 

11 

_ 

- 

17 

- 

28 

O'l  ir.dicc 

* 

** 

77 

77 

y.  * i.'  omycosis 

27 

- 

- 

- 

27 

ro.'^o’lns  Pufcscens 

- 

“ 

- 

3 

3 

I"-  ;tirity 

- 

- 

- 

30 

30 

T'-f:;  ell 

t 

501 

12.38 

107 

563  . 

323 

2842 

"'  •e.:.  f -r  oil 
'1.  .0"  cxc-  rt 

t f ^ : n ... 

1 

1 

! 52 

160 

10 

35 

. 323 

30 

610 

Approximately  78  per  cent  of  the  meat  condemned  was  affected 
with  tuberculosis. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ilDULTSRATION)  ACT,  1928 

Imobtained  and  submitted  for  analysis  29  samples  of  milk  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Act,  Three  of  the  samples  from  the  same  purveyor 
were  reported  as  deficient  in  fat.  I obtained  ''Appeal  to  Cow”  samples 
which  proved  to  be  satisfactory  and  legal  proceedings  wore  instituted, 
and  fines  amounting  to  £8  with  £5.  15.  10  costs  were  inflicted. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

Continuing  the  action  started  in  1938  to  sample  well  waters  in 
the  District,  nineteen  sainplos  of  well  water  were  taken  during  the  year 
and  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examination.  The  number  of  houses  served  by  these  wells  was  29,  three 
of  the  samples  being  repeat  samples.  Only  two  of  these  samples  were 
reported  as  fit  for  drinking;  of  the  remainder,  thirteen  were  reported 
as  unfit  for  drinking,  and  the  remaining  four  as  derived  from  a polluted 
source  or  unfit  for  continued  drinking. 

Of  the  houses  served  by  unfit  or  suspicious  supplies,  seven 
wore  provided  with  supplies  from  the  Company's  main  during  the  year, 
and  in  addition  27  other  houses  were  provided  with  a wholesome  water 
supply  during  the  year,  as  a result  of  infoimal  action  commenced  before 
the  end  of  1938, 

SANITARY  ILIPROTEMENTS. 


The  following  table  records  sanitary  improvements  effected 
during  the  year:- 


Additional  w. c’ s provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Privies  or  pails  converted  to  modern  w.c's  ...  ...  30 

Slop  closets  converted  to  w.c’s  with  fresh  water  flush  ...  16 

Mechanical  flushing  facilities  provided  to  closets  ...  35 

Defective  w.  c’ s remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

New  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

New  drainage  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Drains  trapped,  ventilated  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  7 

Obstructed  drains  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

House-drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified  ...  19 

Cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ...  ...  27 

Ashbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

^hpits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Polluted  v/ells  disused  for  domestic  purposes  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  houses  with  contaminated  or  deficient  water  supplies 

dealt  with  39 

Verminous  houses  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


NOTICES  SERVED  A1>ID  COIIPLIED  WITH 


i 

! 

i 

Served. 

Complied  with. 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Public  Health  Acts 

159 

6 

159 

0 

Housing  Act 

24 

0 

41 

2 

Factories  ^ct 

7 

0 

6 

0 

Shops  A.cts 

1 

0 

2 

0 

jMilk  & Dairies  Order 

2 

0 

1 

0 

V 


i 


rl-TRCi.^]U]i.  --i.CTS . 

49  licences  were  renev7ed  during  1939  for  the  storage  of  115,424 
gallons  of  petroleum  spirit,  and  7 new  licences  wore  granted  for  the 
storage  of  4752  gallons. 

Tne  total  c_uu:itity  of  petroleum  spirit  licenced  to  he  stored 
v.^as  113,175  gallons. 

Three  licences  v/ere  renevired  for  the  storage  of  15,000  lbs,  of 
carbide  of  calciu:,!. 


I aia,  lar.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H. HOLDEN. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


-4- 


